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CONFIDENTIAL LAHORE 1212 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PK 

SUBJECT: PPP CANDIDATE DEFEATS KHAR IN LAHORE BY-ELECTION 

REF: A) LAHORE 1 198 

B) LAHORE 1206 

C) ISLAMABAD 9232 

D) ISLAMABAD 9672 

1. SUMMARY: PPP BACKED SHER MOHAMMED BHATTI DEFEATED FORMER 
GOVERNOR GHULAM MUSTAFA KHAR IN LAHORE BY-ELECTION 
OCTOBER 19. KHAR AND OTHER OPPOSITION CANDIDATES HAVE ALLEGED 
ELECTION MALPRACTICES, WHICH GOVERNMENT HAS DENIED. EVIDENCE 
EXISTS. HOWEVER, THAT PPP MANIPULATED VOTING TO SOME EXTENT. 
REAL BATTLE BETWEEN KHAR AND BHUTTO IS NOW JOINED. QUESTION 

IS WHETHER KHAR HAS STAYING POWER AND ABILITY TO PROJECT 
HIMSELF NATION-WIDE, AND EXTENT TO WHICH OTHER OPPOSITION 
ELEMENTS WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT HIM. END SUMMARY. 

2. PPP CANDIDATE SHER MOHAMMED BHATTI WAS ANNOUNCED 
UNOFFICIAL VICTOR OVER HIS KEY OPPONENT, GHULAM MUSTAFA KHAR, 
IN OCTOBER 19 BY-ELECTION TO PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY FOR 
LAHORE- VI CONSTITUENCY. WITH RESULTS ALL BUT COMPLETE, 
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BHATTI IS CREDITED WITH 2-TO-l MARGIN OVER KHAR, 
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POLLING APPROXIMATELY 31,417 TO 14,720 FOR FORMER GOVERNOR. 

SIX OTHER CANDIDATES, INCLUDING AHMED ALI KASURI (JUP) 

AND PERVEZ ALTAF (FORMER JI STUDENT LEADER RUNNING AS 
INDEPENDENT) FORFEITED THEIR DEPOSITS, EACH GLEANING LESS THAN 
ONE-EIGHTH OF VOTES POLLED. 

3. OUT OF SOME 125,000 ELIGIBLE VOTERS, ONLY ABOUT 47,000, 

OR SLIGHTLY MORE THAN ONE THIRD, REPORTEDLY CAST BALLOTS. 
OBSERVERS ATTRIBUTE LOW TURNOUT TO OUTBURST OF VIOLENCE AT 
KHAR ELECTION RALLY OCTOBER 15 AND HEAVY POLICE PATROLLING 
(LAHORE 1203), WHICH MAY HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY SCARED VOTERS 
AWAY, AND POSSIBLE ORGANIZATIONAL FAILURE OF KHAR MACHINE, 
ALLEGEDLY HAMPERED BY AUTHORITIES, TO GET PEOPLE TO POLLS. 

4. ELECTION OUTCOME TRIGGERED IMMEDIATE CHARGE BY KHAR AND 
NEXT TWO LEADING CANDIDATES, KASURI AND ALTAF, THAT PPP RIGGED 
POLL FROM START TO FINISH. KHAR HAS REPORTEDLY CALLED PRESS 
CONFERENCE FOR MORNING OCTOBER 20 TO DETAIL ALLEGED GOVERNMENT 
MALPRACTICES. IN STATEMENT OCTOBER 19 AFTER POLLING ENDED, 

KHAR ASSERTED THAT "THERE WAS NO PRECEDENT IN ENTIRE HISTORY 

OF PAKISTAN OF MALPRACTICES COMMITTED BY GOVERNMENT PARTY 
IN THIS ELECTION..." HE CLAIMED SOME OF HIS AGENTS WERE 
EXPELLED FROM POLLING STATIONS, WHILE OTHERS WERE KEPT ISOLATED 
IN CLOSED ROOMS. SEVERAL OF HIS ELECTION WARDENS, HE CHARGED, 

HAD BEEN ARRESTED. KASURI, WEIGHING IN FOR JUP, ASSERTED IN 
STATEMENT CARRIED BY INDEPENDENT VERNACULAR NAWA-I-WAQT 
THAT PPP HAD BUSSED IN TRUCKLOADS OF BOGUS VOTERS FROM 
COUNTRYSIDE TO SWING ELECTION. KASURI SAID JUP WOULD PREPARE 
"WHITE PAPER" DETAILING THIS AND OTHER ALLEGED MALPRACTICES. 
ALTAF SOUNDED SIMILAR THEMES, THREATENING TO CHALLENGE GOVERN- 
MENT AND ELECTION COMMISSIONER IN HIGH COURT, AND ANNOUNCED 
HE WOULD CONVENE STUDENTS FROM ALL OVER COUNTRY IN NOVEMBER 
TO CHALK OUT FUTURE COURSE OF ACTION. GOVERNMENT CONTROLLED 
PRESS BLANDLY DENIED ALL OPPOSITION CHARGES. 

5. COMMENT: KHAR'S LOSS TO POWERFUL PPP MACHINE IS NO 
SURPRISE, GIVEN SUPERIOR ORGANIZATIONAL RESOURCES OF PPP AND 
PARTY'S APPARENT WILLINGNESS TO MANIPULATE VOTING. REPORTS 
WE HAVE FROM ON THE SCENE OBSERVERS AND OTHER INDICATIONS 
STRONGLY SUGGEST PPP DID BRING IN BOGUS VOTERS FROM OUTSIDE 
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CONSTITUENCY - HOW MANY, AND WHETHER NECESSARY, IS IMPOSSIBLE 
TO TELL. WHILE MALPRACTICE CHARGES BY KHAR AND OTHER TWO 
CANDIDATES PROBABLY EXAGGERATED, GOVERNMENT PARTY IS WIDELY 
BELIEVED TO HAVE MADE USE OF POLICE AND BUREAUCRACY TO 
ASSURE BHATTI'S VICTORY. AMID HEAVY POLICE AND FSF CONTROL, 
ELECTION DAY PASSED WITHOUT ANY REPORT OF SERIOUS VIOLENCE. 

WE WILL REPORT FURTHER ALLEGATIONS BY KHAR AND OTHER 
INTERESTED PARTIES, AND ANY HARD EVIDENCE, AS THEY APPEAR. 
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IN GENERAL, IT APPEARS THAT MASSIVE PRESS CAMPAIGN AND 
HEAVY ELECTIONEERING BY PPP PARTY LEADERS AGAINST KHAR WERE 
OVERDONE, AND HAVE UNWITTINGLY HELPED PROPEL HIM BACK ONTO 
NATIONAL SCENE (ISLAMABAD 9673). 

6. STRUGGLE FOR POLITICAL POWER IN PUNJAB WILL DOUBTLESS 
CONTINUE, IRRESPECTIVE OF THIS ELECTORAL SETBACK FOR KHAR. 

LATTER HAS SAID HE WILL MAKE IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT IN A 
FEW DAYS "WHICH WILL BRING AN EARTHQUAKE TO THE PALACES OF 
THE GOVERNMENT," AN APPARENT REFERENCE ONCE MORE TO "SECRETS" 
HE CLAIMS WILL SHAKE BHUTTO. GOP, HOWEVER, IS NOT EXPECTED 
TO TAKE THIS LYING DOWN. ALREADY THERE ARE RUMORS THAT KHAR 
MAY BE ARRESTED SOON. PPP WILL ALSO PUT PRESSURE ON PARTY 
LEGISLATORS TO FORESTALL FURTHER DEFECTIONS. QUESTION NOW IS 
ABILITY OF KHAR TO MOUNT LONG-RANGE POLITICAL MOVEMENT CAPABLE 
OF EFFECTIVELY CHALLENGING BHUTTO AND PPP. OPPOSITION 
SUPPORT FOR HIM TO DATE HAS BEEN LUKEWARM, AS KHAR IS SEEN 
MOTIVATED BY LITTLE ELSE THAN CON IMING PERSONAL AMBITION. 

TIME WILL TELL WHETHER KHAR IS ABLE TO STAND UP TO BHUTTO, 

AND SUCCESSFULLY WIELD ISSUE OF PUNJAB AUTONOMY IN BID NA- 
TION-WIDE SUPPORT. AS DRAMA UNFOLDS, WE WILL WATCH CLOSLY 

BHUTTO'S FORMER DISCIPLE CHALLENGES HIS GURU. 

SPENGLER 
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